Regional Airport
Boulevard
Subarea Plan
Regional Airport Boulevard has
emerged as a major arterial and
an important gateway into the
Bentonville community. As the
primary connector linking the
Northwest Arkansas Regional
Airport to the more developed
areas of the city, the Regional
Airport Boulevard corridor carries
a high volume of traffic as it
connects to Walton Boulevard,
where it feeds into the city’s most
intensely developed commercial corridor and provides direct
access to I-49 at the SE Walton
Boulevard interchange.
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Although considerable development is beginning to occur
especially in areas behind the
frontage properties, this section of
the corridor presents significant
opportunity for new development. Larger residential developments have been approved and
constructed along the corridor
that left open areas fronting the
roadway for future corridor development.
Some commercial development,
such as the Walmart Neighborhood Market and other commercial uses, have been developed
to take advantage of the access
and visibility provided by this busy
thoroughfare. In many ways, the
development that already exists
and the development already
approved but not built, is determining the somewhat “scattered”
land use pattern of the area.
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Regional Airport
Boulevard

Areas south of the airport runway should ideally remain open for
safety purposes. If development does occur along the corridor in
this area, it should no more than one story and should not include
involving the assembly or congregation of people.
Vacant land on either side of the Municipal Airport should be
developed for light industrial/business uses, ideally in support of
and compatible to the airport’s operations and activities.
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These areas are designated for deep lot development and should be
used to accommodate coordinated retail, commercial, business, office
centers, and possibly also multi-family uses in areas not fronting the
corridor. The model development program illustrated on the opposing
page should be utilized for all deep lot development, to ensure
transition of development intensity and site access and circulation.
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These “smaller” fronting lots are still large
enough to accommodate a wide range of
corridor commercial/business uses. In these
areas, development must be oriented toward the
corridor and well screened and buffered from
adjacent residential areas.
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Already developed residential areas have
begun to define the “development envelope”
along the corridor by deliberately leaving
available areas for future frontage development.
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Single Family
Significant areas exist for new residential development. For these
areas, the concept of “neighborhood” should be the driving force, rather
than simply building isolated residential subdivisions. Single-family
and townhouse development should not front on Regional Airport Blvd.
Generally, residential densities should be higher nearer the corridor
and lesser for development further from the frontage.
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Model Development Program
MODEL BLOCK
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM
The newer development that
exists along the south side of SE
Walton Boulevard just east of this
subarea, provides an excellent
example of development along a
corridor that was done well. This
existing development should serve
as a model in terms of transitional
land use, development intensity,
access management, cross access
and circulation, landscaping and
buffering, and more.

Applying this model will ensure
compatibility, functionality, and
overall development character.
Building off of this local success,
a model for corridor development
has been established that will serve
to guide development within the
Regional Airport Boulevard Subarea.
This model can be applied to
vacant properties yet to be developed, as well as inform how best
to develop adjacent to and integrate sites into already developed
areas. This approach can effectively accommodate development
ranging from the most intense
commercial corridor activity all the
way to lower density residential
development in adjacent areas.
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